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by a scholarly man in getting his historical
work published. The correspondence for
two years between these gentlemen, with
reference to the publication of Belknap's
" History of New Hampshire," a volume of
five hundred pages, shows that every detail
of paper, print, and binding, and almost all
arrangements for securing subscriptions, fell
upon the author and his friend, acting for
and with him. Subscribers were sought
with painful endeavor, one at a time, and
all the points at issue were discussed in let-
ters which seemed sometimes to travel by
chance.

Webster, without money, and almost with-
out friends, but with the kind of faith which
works miracles with other people's faith,
succeeded at length in persuading Hudson
& Goodwin, printers in Hartford, to issue
an edition of five thousand copies of the
spelling-book. John Trumbull and Joel
Barlow were his chief supporters, the lat-
ter backing him with a little money. The
printer was the publisher then; and an
author, in making his arrangements, was ac-
customed to sell the right to print and pub-
lish to various printers in various parts of